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then be arrested on a charge of aiding and abetting the entry of prohibited
immigrants into the Province. The rank and file would, so far as possible, be left
undisturbed. The detention of Mr. Polak was particularly desirable, as he
had been designated to proceed to India for the collection of funds.	>
Colonial Office Records: 551/45
APPENDIX XI
THE GREAT MARCH
[VOLKSRUST,
November 8, 1913]
He [Gandhiji] left almost at once by motor to rejoin the marchers.
Thus, if there was an effort on Government's part to put an end to the de-
monstration by depriving the men of their leader in the hope that they would
become discouraged and abandon the attempt to reach the Rand, this effort
has been completely stultified. I shared the motor in which Messrs Kallenbach
and Gandhi overtook the main body of marchers about 33 miles from Volks-
rust. They were well on their way to Kromdraai Station, near Standerton,
which is their halt for the day. The narrow ribbon of road which leads to the
Rand passes through beautiful grassy country, and, as the weather was pleasant^
the strikers were walking easily and showed little fatigue. They were a little
beyond General Botha's farm when the car overtook them, and there was
extraordinary enthusiasm as Mr. Gandhi alighted among them. The car had
halted at Paardekraal, where Mr. Gandhi spoke some encouraging words to
the women. Old and infirm men halted there, and Mr. Gandhi left some medi-
cines which a doctor in Newcastle had supplied. All along the road the car
passed stragglers, who lined up and saluted Mr. Gandhi, calling him "Bapoo",
or father.
the rations
Although the rations served out consist only of a pound-and-a-half loaf
of bread and an ounce of sugar per man, the marchers are cheerful and patient
to an extraordinary degree. They have the utmost confidence in Mr. Gandhi,
and obey him implicitly, although as a class indentured coal-miners and the
like—they are totally unused to discipline unaccompanied by force. As lieu-
tenants, Mr. Gandhi has several young Johannesburg Indians who were
prominent during the former passive resistance movement, and the mounted
constables accompanying the marchers told me they had orders to arrest
some of these at Kromdraai and take them in to Standerton.
Mr. Gandhi informs me that the passive resistance movement is diminish-
ing his resources by £250 a day, and that more than the present contribution
of £3,000 per month will have to be sent from India if the success of the

